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EYFS: It’s been a great week in EYFS! In our English session, we continued reading our book ‘Aarrgghh Spider’ and talked about what it
might feel to eat a fly as a spider!
We explored the differences between circles, squares and
rectangles, drawing and painting them in different sizes.
(EYFS & KS1)

We thought deeply about the true meaning of Christmas and the
Nativity in our RE session as well.

KS1: KS1 have used their magical imaginations to write their own story version of
Where The Wild Things Are. We used number lines to subtract numbers in maths.
Our week has been filled with Nativity Music and we are all very excited about
performing it!

KS2: We’ve had a great week in KS2. The children have enjoyed learning
more about forces and magnetism in our science topic, and they have
deepened their understanding of the differences between modern life and
life in the Stone Age through both our English and topic work.
(KS2)
In Design Technology this half term, everyone has had a fantastic time developing their own solutions to a problem,
which involved moving an object from one side of the River Ouse to the other. To do this, the children applied their
developing knowledge of pulley systems, as well as their understanding of forces from our science lessons, to
develop their own mechanisms for transporting the object.

Covid Updates
As you will be aware, there have been further restrictions imposed nationally, due to a
new Covid variant. As a result, North Yorkshire Council has sent us further school
guidance. Please see points below:
(Headteacher)
 We ask, please, that parents resume wearing masks at pick up and drop off and do not enter the school.


Please be alert to the main Covid symptoms and the Delta variant symptoms of runny nose and sore throat
and immediately take your child for a PCR test if they display any of these.



If a family member tests positive, following Government guidance, children can still come to school, as long as
they are displaying NO symptoms. We strongly advise you to go for a PCR test, however, before returning
them to school and please be extra vigilant to any symptoms that may develop in the future.



At the moment, we are currently looking into how the Nativity can proceed; this could possibly be with only
certain classes, reduced parental attendance or over Teams, again all depending on guidance. At the moment,
the guidance from North Yorkshire is that Nativities are to go ahead depending on cases in the school and
community. This does mean that we could have to cancel at very short notice and we will keep you informed.



Please be aware that staff are working extremely hard to keep all the children safe and well. This has meant
regular staff absences for PCR tests to ensure that the many colds going around are not Covid-related.
Therefore, please can we ask that you fully support staff by following the ever-changing guidance they are
receiving at this challenging time for us all.

Our main aim is for everyone to have a lovely Christmas with their families, undisturbed by Covid!

Other items of interest...
Community Arts Project:
“Stars for Stillington” is a community arts project, developed by the school, to bring
together the hopes and aspirations that people have for Stillington as we go into
2022.
Next week we will be sending home two star templates per child. We would like
families to write their hopes for Stillington (either for the school or for the community as a whole) in 2022 on one of them, and we would then like you to pass the
second star on to a friend or neighbour for them to fill in and return.
The stars will then be laminated and displayed outside school over the festive period for the community
to see.
Christmas Advent

It's December, which can only mean one thing... advent calendar time! That
time of year when chocolate becomes an acceptable breakfast item but this
year, The HOW People want to help us do things a little differently. Take things
back to basics. Encourage the stuff that really matters. So, why not take part in
a very different advent this Christmas?
Please see the attachment for the larger version of this challenge.
School dinners
Please note that, as we are having our turkey Christmas dinner on Thursday December 9 th, the dinner
option on Wednesday December 8th will be Mexican Tortilla Boats etc, the
option usually served on the Thursday of Week 1.
NB: There will be no jacket potato option on December 9th.
Christmas Party
On Thursday 9th December, pupils at Stillington will also be having their
annual Christmas party. We ask, please, that pupils come to school dressed
in their party clothes on this day ready for the afternoon festivities of games and Christmas treats. As this
is on the same day as the Christmas lunch the children will not be having party food on this occasion.
Nepal Zoom Call
Unfortunately, our previously planned Zoom call was postponed, again, due to school closures in Nepal.
We will hopefully be conducting this on the 8th of December and it will be recorded for pupils who cannot
attend. If you have any questions, please speak to your class teacher.

Bad weather closure procedures
If we have to close due to bad weather please listen to BBC Radio York after 7.30am .
They will broadcast, at regular intervals, the names of schools which are closed.
Asthma Inhalers
If your child suffers from asthma can you please ensure a spare inhaler is sent into school, in a bag clearly
labelled with your child’s name and all staff will be made aware. It will also be taken on trips and outings.
This will ensure that if your child has an attack, whilst at school, it can be dealt with effectively and
quickly.

2021-22 KEY DIARY DATES
Date

Event
AUTUMN TERM 2021

December 9th

Christmas dinner and parties

December 16th

Christingle Service (church)

December 17th

‘Fantastic Friday’ - Charles Dickens

SPRING TERM 2022
January 4th & 5th

Staff Training Days

February 9th-11th

Key Stage 2 Residential visit to Robinwood

March 15th

Sports Enhancement Day

March 29th

Parents’ Evening (all children) 5pm—7pm

March 31st

Parents’ Evening (all children) 3:30pm—5pm

April 7th

Easter service (church)

SUMMER TERM 2022
April 25th

Staff Training Day

July 5th & 7th

Sports Days

July 11th

KS2 play—Macbeth 6pm

July 20th

Leavers’ Service

